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From the Director: Taking the Long View on a Brighter Future

An essential part of our work is providing young

people opportunities to be introduced to our
public lands and, in doing so, cultivate the next
generation of stewards. It is also one of the most
fun and rewarding parts of our jobs. Being able to see
a wild place through the fresh

eyes of a kid gives

us hope. Hearing the excited – and a little nervous –
chatter of a group of students as they start a native tree
planting or graffiti removal project makes us smile.

And listening to them describe with pride their sense
of contribution at day’s end – and why protecting our
natural world matters – is heart

warming.

We want wild places to be around for future

generations. We’re working with the next

generation to help make that happen.
Sincerely,

Mark Allison
Executive Director

Clockwise from top left: Students from South Valley Charter School pitch in to
clean up the historic CCC La Cueva Picnic Site in the Sandia Mountains; Sandia
High School Students taking a break to listen to the tales of Dave Foreman during
the Sabinoso volunteer service project; At the Rio Grande del Norte National
Monument, students from the Native American Community Academy came out
to plant trees and milkweed along the river; The La Cueva project included graffiti
removal and trash clean up, the students also got to learn about wilderness and
the importance of protecting public lands; The Youth Ambassadors from the Valle
de Oro National Wildlife Refuge came out to talk to high school students about
conservation job opportunities, while planting native shrubs.

Notes from New Mexico

Sabinoso Wilderness Restoration, 8.27.2016
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he Sabinoso Wilderness was designated by Congress
in 2009, but has been landlocked by private land
ownership, preventing public access. Fortunately,
not only will the Wilderness soon be open to explore and
enjoy, but its size will increase by 4,176 acres thanks to the
purchase of a private ranch that will soon be transferred to
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and become part

Help protect the critically endangered
Mexican gray wolf with your artwork
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance invites submissions for the 2017 Mexican Wolf
Conservation Stamp. Artists worldwide are invited to enter two-dimensional drawings, paintings
or photographs featuring the Mexican gray wolf. The winning artwork will be featured on the
2017 stamp that will be sold to raise funds to support Mexican wolf conservation and education
projects. All artwork must be scalable to the size of the stamp, 4.5 inches wide by 5.5 inches tall.
Please submit electronic images of original artwork by Feb. 29, 2017, to tisha@nmwild.org.
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Sandia High School students helped to tear down a horse corral.
2016

Planting Trees at Rio Grande del Norte National
Monument, 10.23.2016

Mexican Gray Wolf Conservation Stamp

Each day, you and resourceful NM Wild staff members
fight for your wild public lands. We...

• Train and coordinate volunteers for service projects on

• Monitor New Mexico’s federal public lands and

• Build broad community support for wilderness

• Conduct field research to identify and document

lands with wilderness characteristics that are currently
unprotected and under threat from off-road vehicles,
oil and gas, timber harvesting and development

A die-hard group of students from Sandia High School
came out to help.

NEW MEXICO

N

New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

Wilderness Areas to hold management agencies
accountable for following the law and minimizing abuses

of the National Wilderness Preservation System. The New
Mexico Wilderness Alliance worked to organize several volunteer service projects to remove horse corrals, fencing and
other remnants of the ranching operations.

Chaco Canyon. Photo by John Fowler
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n October, the U.S. Department of the Interior initiated
a unique intra-agency resource management planning
effort to better address concerns about the impacts of
oil and gas development on Chaco Culture National Historical Park. The BLM Farmington Field Office and BIA
Navajo Regional Office will work cooperatively to expand
the BLM’s current Resource Management Plan update to
include tribal lands in the planning area. Our hope is that
this cooperative effort will better incorporate traditional
cultural knowledge into the planning process and result in
administrative protections for lands surrounding Chaco and
other places of importance to indigenous communities.

ew Mexico Wilderness Alliance teamed up with
the Veterans crew members from the Southwest
Conservation Corps, and students from Albuquerque’s Native American Community Academy and the Taos
Vista Grande Charter school to plant trees and milkweed
along the Rio Grande in the southern section of the Rio
Grande del Norte National Monument.

public lands

protection and cultivate new stewards through
education, outreach and service projects

Mary Dawn Kidd, a conservation corps member and army
veteran who served as a medic in Afghanistan, helped students plant milkweeds. “I have been looking for a way to
work outside and in conservation for long time, and this is
a great experience.”

• Advocate for the permanent protection of our dwindling

special wild places in New Mexico by building grassroots
campaigns and working with our federal congressional
delegation and the executive branch

Three college-aged Youth Ambassadors representing the
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge in Albuquerque
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also attended to share their conservation experience with
the high school students. “What inspires me is that we’ve
seen how working for conservation and to improve the
environment also helps improve and create healthy communities for people,” said Makenzie Sanchez, 18, Youth
Ambassador and Albuquerque native.
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance is working to build
future stewards of our land and water. We are proud to
be part of this project which highlights the power of
private-public partnerships and the importance of protecting and restoring our precious watersheds. The project is
the result of a partnership between the Southwest Conservation Corps, New Mexico Wilderness Alliance, Bureau of
Land Management, Conservation Lands Foundation and
RBC (Royal Bank of Canada).

A team of young people from several organizations worked together to improve habitat along the river. Photos by Jim O’Donnell.

Alliance Member Profile: Alex Cannady

Why Women Need Wilderness

s part of a program through Cibola High
School, we’re grateful to have an intern providing much-needed assistance to our administrative team. Alex has been helping us for the past
couple of months, and it’s been great to have his willing, enthusiastic presence in the Albuquerque office!

The doors to the world of the wild Self are
few but precious. If you have a deep scar,
that is a door, if you have an old, old story,
that is a door. If you love the sky and the
water so much you almost cannot bear it,
that is a door. If you yearn for a deeper life,
a full life, a sane life, that is a door.
― Clarissa Pinkola Estés, Women Who
Run With the Wolves: Myths and Stories of
the Wild Woman Archetype

A

Ever since he was a toddler, Alex has been
extremely concerned about the environment.
Endless hours of watching The History Channel,
Animal Planet, and National Geographic had their
desired effect. At the ripe old age of 6, Alex
began encouraging members of his extended
family to recycle, take shorter showers, and
carpool. At age 9 he wrote a letter to his principal that resulted in a completely new, schoolwide recycling program. At 16 he switched to
vegetarianism. Throughout his life Alex has
wondered about the unwillingness of so many people to
make basic and small changes to their lifestyles in order to
preserve the environment.
It is interesting, then, that he is not an outdoorsman by any
means. Scared of snakes, a little bit of a neat freak, and hating
bugs, Alex would rather be at home curled up with a good

UNM Wild Hits the River

book than out in the rough and tumble great
outdoors. He doesn’t go hiking. He doesn’t go
rock climbing. He doesn’t go camping nearly as
much as he would like. Alex can’t even ride a
bike. Not the typical conservationist? Despite
this, he’s known at school as the guy who almost
obsessively cleans up litter, pushes for more recycling, and annoys everyone with his infatuation with reducing, reusing, and recycling. He
believes strongly in fighting deforestation, pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions.
Alex lives the life he does, and speaks the
words he speaks because he believes in choice.
Although he doesn’t much like the outdoors,
he believes that he doesn’t have the right to
take that choice away from others. He respects that his individual actions contribute to
a larger whole, and remembers the words his mom and dad
once told him: “Even if you are just a drop in the bucket, every drop creates its own ripple.” Alex seeks nothing
more than to make a ripple that propagates in such a way
that it positively affects the world around him He seeks
others to join his cause and turn a ripple into a wave—a
wave strong enough to make a difference.

Give the Gift of Wilderness
This Holiday Season!
Our NEW Wild Guide:
Passport to New Mexico Wilderness!
A must-have for
every lover of
wilderness!

Only
$19.95
Plus $3.25 S&H

UNM Wild students. Photo by Ed Fordham.

T

he UNM Wilderness Alliance recently took to the
river to enjoy a day of adventure on the Rio Grande.
UNM Wild is a student organization at the University of New Mexico dedicated to protecting wilderness in
New Mexico. They are active both on campus and in the
community, fighting for wilderness through educational
events, political advocacy and stewardship.
Please contact Edward Fordham if you are interested
in getting involved: efordham2014@unm.edu.

Available online
at
www.nmwild.org

This comprehensive guide to New Mexico’s protected
wildlands is the only book that features each of the state’s
designated wilderness areas and wilderness study areas as
well as other treasures, such as the new Rio Grande del Norte
National Monument and Organ Mountains–Desert Peaks
National Monument.

T

he term “wilderness” conjures
for many people images of
dense, dark forests populated
by slavering wild animals—a place
of being lost, frightened, and alone.
This is especially true for urban
dwellers, which means the majority
of the population of this country has
little frame of reference for a positive
impression of wilderness. These people
have never backpacked, never slept
under the stars, never watched a wolf as
it trotted across a meadow at dusk.

Wilderness Alliance staff member Joelle Marier enjoys the
peace of wilderness whenever she can. Photo by Mark Allison.

With that in mind, how could wilderness matter to a person
who lives in downtown Houston, Texas, for example—
someone who walks always on pavement and whose only
experience of nature might be under the trees in a local
urban park? Why does wilderness matter, really? And why
should it matter to women, especially?
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance has been on the
frontlines of wilderness protection for twenty years. We
have grappled with the challenge of keeping wilderness
relevant in today’s digital, virtual, mechanical world. It’s
admittedly an uphill battle. The world’s first wilderness area
was established in southwestern New Mexico in 1924—
the Gila Wilderness. Aldo Leopold was its most prominent
champion, though he has been joined by many people over
the decades who also recognized the sublime characteristics
of this area and how special it is. The Gila Wilderness is
home to the headwaters of the state’s last free-flowing
(undammed) river, which also bears the name Gila. It’s the
last place in this country where it’s possible to glimpse a
Mexican gray wolf, the most endangered wolf subspecies in
the world. Though the idea of wilderness literally began in
New Mexico, the state lags far behind other western states
in the amount of lands set aside as Wilderness: less than 2%.
Many people don’t even know what Wilderness—with
a capital “W” really is. Motorized or mechanized modes

of transport are not permitted in
wilderness. Only Congress may
designate a Wilderness, which
is generally 5,000 acres or more,
and is described in the 1964
Wilderness Act as “an area where
the earth and its community of
life are untrammeled by man,
where man himself is a visitor
who does not remain.” Notice the
prominent use of “man.” Of course,
this is implied to include women
as well, as in “mankind.” But
historically, this country’s wildest
places have been primarily the
domain of men—hunting, fishing,
adventuring, outdoorsy, manly
men. It’s no wonder that women are
intimidated by the idea of strapping
on a backpack and stepping into a
roadless area, without cell service,
populated by unknown wildlife. To
suggest that it has relevance to our
lives seems to be a stretch.

The error in the assumption that wilderness has no relevance
in the lives of contemporary urban women is grounded in
a perception that the influence of a wilderness area begins
and ends within its boundaries. As in the case of the Gila,
many of our precious rivers have their headwaters within
Wilderness, or run through Wilderness. The elevated
protections offered to a landscape by official Wilderness
designation means that watersheds, which are the source of
water for many communities nationwide, remain unpolluted
by development.
The economic benefit to communities adjacent to wilderness
areas has been demonstrated repeatedly. Studies show
that wilderness enhances nearby property values. The
costs of public services tend to be lower in areas where
conservation lands exist. Tourism and the businesses that
support it, such as hotels, tour companies, and restaurants,
can buoy a community’s economy. Wilderness protects
open space, natural soundscapes, diverse ecosystems,
and biodiversity. Most wilderness areas are also carbon
sinks, which help combat climate change. As the migration
habits of animals shift in response to climate change,
keeping intact migration corridors through wildlands is
increasingly critical to their survival.
So this is all well and good for people generally, but why
is wilderness especially important for women? There are
continued on next page

Why Women Need Wilderness, Cont.
several reasons, the most powerful of which is the fact that
wilderness doesn’t recognize gender. It’s the great equalizer.
Anyone with the ability to walk can enter a wilderness area
and experience nature at its most pristine and unsullied.
Whether you’re a man or a woman, wilderness doles out
the same opportunities for beauty, solitude, and peace to
your soul. You’ll have equal opportunity to be challenged, to
enjoy a slowing of life’s tempo, to unplug from the demands
of instant communication and the white noise of modern life.
Are there wild animals? Yes. And a woman is far more likely
to be assaulted in a city than she is to be attacked by an animal
in nature. It’s a fear-based, media-fed myth that has cut us off
from our birthright to wild places, and we are poorer for it.
As the primary caregivers of our children, we have the
opportunity to gift them with a sense of their own power and
wildness by introducing them to the wilderness near them.
As role models, being in touch with our own wild world can
open the door for the next generation. Women who don’t
feel confident bringing their kids into wilderness can learn
skills from organizations like Boulder, CO-based Women’s
Wilderness, which hosts classes, workshops, and camps
for women and their kids. Many nonprofit organizations,
including the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance, offer hikes,
trips, and volunteer service projects that allow a woman and

her family the opportunity to experience wilderness in a
safe, supported way.
Women who are physically unable to journey into a
wilderness area can still benefit. Just knowing that wilderness
exists can produce a sense of curiosity, inspiration, renewal
and hope. The quote at the beginning of this article refers to
the essential knowledge we all have—that the wild spirit in
ourselves is ever tied to the wild places on this earth. One
cannot exist without the other.
Not everyone believes in the rights of women as sovereign,
self-actualized, equal members of society. Similarly, not
everyone appreciates wilderness or believes in the right of
wild places to exist for their own sake. They claim that all land
exists to be exploited, that the only value a mountain has is as
a source of income or raw materials. Women are no strangers
to exploitation in the name of profit. In a country that has,
since its earliest exploration, been logged, grazed, mined,
trapped, and farmed to the point of unrecognizability, we
see hope for the future in those last remaining scraps of true
wildlands that are still relatively untrammeled. Wilderness
belongs to all of us, and we need it now, more than ever.
By Lois Manno, Membership Coordinator.

EVENTS: You are invited!

December 10 • NMWA Holiday Fundraiser & Friendraiser
Food and refreshments provided. Come and celebrate with your fellow
lovers of wilderness at our Las Cruces Office at the Southwest Environmental
Center. RSVP to Lois@nmwild.org or call 505-843-8696 ext. 104.
December 16 • NMWA Holiday Fundraiser & Friendraiser
Food and refreshments provided. Come and celebrate with your
fellow lovers of wilderness at our Albuquerque Office. RSVP to
Laticia@nmwild.org or call 505-843-8696 ext. 104.

Snow Covered Organ Mountains at Sunset. Photo by
Josephj7uy5, courtesy of Creative Commons

December 20-22 • Winter Solstice at Chaco Culture National Historical Park
Join us to experience this special time at Chaco Culture National Historical Park as we witness (weather permitting)
archeoastronomy in action. Chaco is known, in part, for solar markers that track important seasonal changes through
significant solar events – such as the Winter Solstice. We’ll spend two nights camping at the park campground to maximize
opportunities to see the solar markers. We will also enjoy viewing Chaco’s renowned night skies, a tour of the Bisti-de-na-zin
Wilderness, and an exploration of the Ah-shi-sle-pah Wilderness Study Area. Guides, food, camping gear, transportation,
and camp comforts will be provided by the Cottonwood Gulch Foundation. Although we’ll be camping in December,
Cottonwood Gulch will provide a variety of comforts to keep us warm and dry! http://nmwild.org/events-outings

Support our work by donating securely online at www.nmwild.org or by sending a
check payable to NM Wilderness Alliance to PO Box 25464, Albuquerque, NM, 87125.
Please also consider remembering the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance in your will.
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance delivers on your desire to protect New Mexico’s wild public lands forever.
To learn more about making a charitable contribution, including stock transfers and bequests,
call 505-843-8696, ext. 106. Thank you!

